YOU WILL BE GRADED ON YOUR PLANNING AS WELL AS THE FINAL ESSAY!
WHILE PLANNING, PLEASE GATHER AND RECORD SPECIFIC EVIDENCE THAT WILL SUPPORT YOUR CLIMATE ZONE DECISION. YOU SHOULD BE USING THIS OUTLINE TO WRITE BULLET POINTS FOR EACH PARAGRAPH…THAT WAY, WHEN IT IS TIME TO WRITE IT WILL BE EASY TO JUST FOLLOW THE BULLET POINTS THAT YOU HAVE ALREADY WRITTEN.
Paragraph 1: INTRODUCTION: 
· Identify the difference between weather and climate
· Introduce your location 
· State what climate zone you believe your location belongs to and at least 3 reasons why (this is your THESIS)
(Example: I believe that Rio de Janeiro is in the tropical climate zone because throughout my two-week observation the humidity was frequently high, the high temperatures for the day were extremely high while the nights were very cool, and Rio de Janeiro experienced heavy and intense rainfall.)

Paragraph 2: Defend reasons with textual support and data
I want to see you referencing your data, the textbook, and your notes.
· What trends do you notice in the weather patterns that made you draw the conclusion about your location’s climate?

· How do those weather patterns reflect that climate? BE SPECIFIC


Paragraph 3: CONCLUSION
· Sum up argument
· Were there any flaws in the data collection or the design of the project? (Hint: think about the definition of climate) How would you fix this?
· Restate youR THESIS (see Paragraph 1)
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YOU WILL BE GRADED ON:
Planning (Will be graded separately from the rubric)
Organization/Format
Grammar/Punctuation
Word Choice (Use your science vocabulary!)
Content/Ideas (Your THESIS, Textual and data support)

SEE THE ATTACHED RUBRIC 
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2nd Grade Writing Rubric

0
Just Starting

1
On the Way

2
Almost There

3
Wow!

Ideas and
Details
(x2)

o writing has no topic
« writing has no details
about the topic

-writing may stay on topic
«writing has 1 or 2 details
about the topic

s writing stays on topic
«writing has 3 or more
details about the topic but
lacks development

-writing shows development
of topic with 3 or more
relevant details about the
topic including actions,
thoughts and feelings

Organization
(beginning,
middle and
end)

«beginning, middle, end:
uses 1

«beginning, middle, end:
uses 2

«beginning, middle, end:
uses 3

-good attempt, but may not
be well sequenced

.must have well sequenced
beginning, middle, end

«must also include one of the
following: effective lead,
effective ending, or transition
words to show event order

Word Choice
and Voice

- uses everyday words
repeatedly

swriting does not hold the
reader's attention

.uses everyday words
«writing somewhat holds
the reader's attention

. uses some interesting
words

«writing holds the
reader's attention

.uses many interesting
words that clarify details
or create emoation in the
reader

Conventions
(spelling and
mechanics)

« conventions for grammar,
usage, spelling,
capitalization and
punctuation are not used

« conventions for grammar,
usage, spelling,
capitalization and
punctuation are not
consistently used

« conventions for grammar,
usage, spelling,
capitalization and
punctuation are usually
used

- conventions for grammar,
usage, spelling,
capitalization and
punctuation are
consistently used

3 = 11-15 points
2 = 6-10 points
1 = 0-5 points
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